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HINCHEY URGES PERMANENT BAN ON  

DRILLING IN FINGER LAKES 
 
WASHINGTON - U.S. Representative Maurice Hinchey (NY-26) today submitted a 
statement to a Senate panel, urging the passage of a bill sponsored by Senators Charles 
Schumer and Hillary Clinton that would permanently protect the Finger Lakes National 
Forest from oil and gas development. Hinchey is an original cosponsor of an identical bill 
in the House of Representatives. 
 
"The Finger Lakes National Forest is the only National Forest in New York," Hinchey 
added. "It is enjoyed by tens of thousands of visitors each year. Drilling would have a 
permanent adverse impact on this precious resource and we cannot allow it to happen." 
 
The FLNF was established by an Act of Congress in 1983 and has since become a 
popular destination for hikers, campers, horseback riders, and nature enthusiasts. It is 
also used for hunting, fishing, skiing and snowmobiling in the colder months. Last year 
the U.S. Forest Service proposed leasing 13,000 of the FLNF's 16,000 acres for oil and 
natural gas drilling.  
 
With Hinchey's strong support, a provision was included in the Fiscal Year 2002 Energy 
and Water Appropriations Act stating that no federal permit or lease shall be issued for oil 
and gas drilling in the FLNF during fiscal year 2002. Subsequently, the Forest Service 
announced that it would not consent to oil and gas drilling in the FLNF. 
 
"We had two great victories in this battle last year," said Hinchey. "We overcame an 
administration that has demonstrated a preference for drilling on public lands and a 
subcommittee chairman who opposed us. But a permanent prohibition is the best way to 
ensure the protection of this precious resource." 
 
Hinchey submitted his statement today to the Senate Energy and Natural Resources 
Subcommittee on Public Lands and Forests, which is holding a hearing on the bill that 
would enact a permanent ban. A copy follows this page. 

 
 



 

 

 
 

Statement of 
Representative Maurice D. Hinchey 

New York 26 th Congressional District 
 

Before the 
Senate Energy and Natural Resources Subcommittee on Public Lands and Forests 

 
In support of 

S. 1846, to prohibit oil and gas drilling in Finger Lakes National Forest 
 
Mr. Chairman and members of the Subcommittee, as a member of Congress representing an area of New 
York that is nearby the Finger Lakes National Forest I strongly support passage of S. 1846 and I want to 
commend Senators Schumer and Clinton for their hard work and leadership on this issue.  Along with 
Representative Jim Walsh and 28 other members of the House of Representatives, I am a cosponsor of 
companion legislation to permanently protect the Finger Lakes National Forest from oil and gas 
development. 
 
The Finger Lakes National Forest is a special resource in our state as it is New York's only national forest.  
Since its establishment by an Act of Congress in 1983, the Finger Lakes National Forest has become a 
popular destination for hikers, campers, horseback riders, and nature enthusiasts.  Opportunities for 
hunting, fishing, skiing, and snowmobiling ensure that the Finger Lakes National Forest is utilized for 
recreation by residents of New York throughout the year.  According to the Forest Service, the Finger 
Lakes National Forest hosts 46,000 "recreation visitor days" annually, attracting visitors because of its 
network of trails, easy access, and relatively undisturbed environment.   
 
In 2001 the Forest Service proposed leasing 13,000 acres of the 16,000-acre Finger Lakes National Forest 
for oil and natural gas drilling.  Oil and gas drilling in the Forest is strongly opposed by my constituents 
and would greatly diminish the many benefits New Yorkers enjoy when visiting it.  The Forest Service's 
proposal was simply incompatible with current uses of the Forest and opposed by an overwhelming 
majority of New Yorkers.  This ill-conceived proposal not only galvanized efforts to defeat this immediate 
threat but to permanently protect the Forest from such harmful activities in the future.   Efforts to defeat the 
Forest Service's proposal were boosted by strong public opposition and the backing of public officials.  I 
have no doubt that this opposition, along with the one-year moratorium on oil and gas drilling enacted in 
the FY 2002 Energy & Water Appropriations bill by Senators Clinton and Schumer, with the support of 
House members such as myself, was instrumental in convincing the Forest Service to ultimately abandon 
their pursuit of oil and gas in our Forest.   
 
S. 1846 is strongly supported by New Yorkers.  As noted by the Forest Service in its Record of Decision in 
December of 2001, the vast majority of those responding to the Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
were strongly against any leasing or development of federal oil and gas resources.  Many of the comments 
expressed concerns regarding impacts to wildlife and recreational resources.  It is also worth noting that in 
many of the public comments, people expressed a deep personal attachment to what they considered to be a 
special place.  The Finger Lakes National Forest is a unique slice of federal forest where many people have 
established personal connections with the land.  These aesthetic and cultural values would be severely 
jeopardized by the disruption of the Forest's natural qualities. 
 
S. 1846 is necessary to ensure the permanent protection of the Finger Lakes National Forest.  While oil and 
gas development has been temporarily averted, the Forest Supervisor stated in the Record of Decision that 



 

 

he was not foreclosing the prospect of future oil and gas leasing.  With the possibility of future industrial 
exploitation it is imperative that we act now to pass this legislation to permanently protect our National 
Forest.  Oil and gas drilling would severely compromise the character of the Forest that New Yorkers have 
come to know.  This industrial development would disrupt the current uses highly sought by the public by 
adversely impacting recreation and tourism in the Finger Lakes National Forest through increased traffic, 
noise and fumes, damage to roads and trails, and risk associated with extracting and transporting oil and 
natural gas.  Drilling activities would harm the ecological functions of the Forest by contaminating the 
water and soil, and diminish its undeveloped character through the construction of access roads, drilling 
pads, pipeline corridors, and other forms of long-lasting degradation.    
 
Adopting S. 1846 will ensure that the Finger Lakes National Forest will maintain its current character and 
not be degraded by drilling activities in the future.  The Finger Lakes National Forest is a small, fragile 
forest in an area that is seeing increased encroachment from development activities.  We should not 
compromise its natural functions for short-term financial gain.  This regional asset deserves the permanent 
protection provided by S. 1846 for the benefit of its current and future users. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this important bill. 


